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Act 1

(79 lines as at 25 July)

Circe’s Drugs

‘si non evanuit omnis
herbarum virtus, nec me mea carmina fallunt’
(Ovid, Metamorphoses X1v,356-7)
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Act 2

(208 lines as at 25 July)

Hermes’ Antidote

Tantum medicamina possunt!
(Ovid, Metamorphoses X1V, 285)
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Note

There will four possibilities in any performance at this point:

(a) stop here;

(b) continue with Antikleia, which begins at the very next line, 469;
(c) proceed to the optional third act;

(d) proceed to the optional epilogue.
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Act 3

(107 lines as at 25 July)

Poi ch’ell” avea ’l parlar cosi disciolto,
cominciava a cantar si, che con pena
da lei avrei mio intento rivolto.

“Io son”, cantava, “io son dolce serena,
che * marinari in mezzo mar dismago;
tanto son di piacere a sentir piena!

Io volsi Ulisse del suo cammin vago
al canto mio; e qual meco s’ausa,
rado sen parte; si tutto 1’appago!”

(Dante, Purgatorio XiX, 16-24)

The Sirens’ Song

(NB This optional act takes place after Odysseus’s return to Aiaia from the voyage to

Cimmeria which is the subject of Antikleia. It will need an introduction stating that

fact, no more than 3-5 lines, adapted from Book 10, lines 490-3, in the light of 563-5,

with an eye on Book 11, 69-70 and perhaps 475-6.)
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Epilogue

(24 lines as at 25 July)

Circe’s Lament

(NB This Ovidian postlude would be performed either instead of Antikleia or instead
of Act 3 — although it might conceivably be used after Act 3 in order to allow the play
to end with the eponymous heroine).

REMEDIA AMORIS

OVIDIUS
Quid tibi profuerunt, Circe, Perseides herbae, 263

Cum sua Neritias abstulit aura rates?
Omnia fecisti, ne callidus hospes abiret: 265

Ille dedit certae lintea plena fugae.

Omnia fecisti, ne te ferus ureret ignis:
Longus in invito pectore sedit amor.
Vertere tu poteras homines in mille figuras,

Non poteras animi vertere iura tui. 270

Diceris his etiam, cum iam discedere vellet,

Dulichium verbis detinuisse ducem:
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CIRCE
Non ego, quod primo, memini, sperare solebam,
Iam precor, ut coniunx tu meus esse velis;
Et tamen, ut coniunx essem tua, digna videbar, 275

Quod dea, quod magni filia Solis eram.

Ne properes, oro; spatium pro munere posco:
Quid minus optari per mea vota potest?
Et freta mota vides, et debes illa timere:

Utilior velis postmodo ventus erit. 280

Quae tibi causa fugae? non hic nova Troia resurgit,
Non aliquis socios rursus ad arma vocat.
Hic amor et pax est, in qua male vulneror una,

Tutaque sub regno terra futura tuo est.

OvIDIUS
Illa loquebatur, navem solvebat Ulixes: 285

Inrita cum velis verba tulere Noti.

TEAOX
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